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KENOSIS AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS 

 

Hans Urs von Balthasar insists: “The whole Church, insofar as she is in all seriousness 

(through the Eucharist) the body of Christ, must be co-crucified with her Head, and that, in the 

first place, without retrospect onto the subjective suffering of Christians but rather through 

the sheer fact of her existence and the logic of her faith.”1 This means, for Balthasar, that the 

Church’s participation in redemption must be more than a retroactive affirmation of what has 

already been accomplished; rather, it must be a real abiding activity within the fullness of Christ’s 

once-for-all act. For a Catholic like Balthasar, searching for the theological means of the 

Church’s abiding participation involves examining how this participation occurs in the Virgin 

Mary, since she is the Church’s Scriptural archetype. That is, Mary functions in Scripture as an 

image of the Church, displaying its qualities in what she says and does.  I will explore the 

Scriptural-theological principles behind Balthasar’s understanding of Mary’s participation, and 

implicitly the Church’s participation, searching for the “Scriptural-Christological control” that 

both allows for Mary to share in the redemption and limits it. This progressive questioning will 

first proceed with Balthasar’s Christological exegesis, involving the Church; then into Mary’s 

participation properly speaking, understood Christologically; finally, into a summary and 

critique. In this paper, I will argue that Balthasar’s concept of Mary’s relationship to the 

redemption is, at its heart, rather different in kind from other theories. His premise rests not 

in an emphasis on the union between mother and Son, but rather on their separation from one 

another at the foot of the cross, as envisioned through the Gospel of John and Paul’s epistles—

and it is only in this separation that he can find the proper space to speak of Mary’s 

participating consent. 

 

                                                
1 Hans Urs von Balthasar, Mysterium Paschale: The Mystery of Easter, trans. Aidan Nichols (San Francisco: 
Ignatius Press, 2000), 134. 


